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ITIHE economic possibilities of the Sudan are determined,
A of course, mainly by the physical  characteristics of
the country and by its geographical situation.
From the economic point of view, the most convenient
description divides the Sudan into three zones, each
extending from the eastern to the western frontier. Of
these, the most northerly, which lies, approximately,
between the 22nd and the 15th parallels of latitude, is
a desert or semi-desert region with a very small and
precarious rainfall or none at all: the middle belt, which
extends roughly from the 15th to the 10th parallel, receives
rain adequate in quantity and sufficiently well-distributed
to permit of the regular growing of crops by its aid:
while the southern zone, from the 10th to the 4th parallel,
has a rainy season of about eight months' duration and
produces the forests of large trees to be expected in a
wet tropical climate.
Across these zones flows the Nile. In the southernmost,
the White Nile and its tributaries, of which several are
seasonably navigable by steamers, drain every part of the
area: in the middle region, the Blue Nile, with its two
main affluents, comes in from Abyssinia, to join the
White Nile as it enters the northern zone: thereafter,
the Nile receives no further increment of water, except
from the Atbara, in its course to the sea.
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